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This newsletter provides updates on policy, program, and regulatory changes related to resilience initiatives where the City of
Columbia may seek external funds. It will allow Columbia to maintain an advanced state of readiness when it comes to securing,
managing, and accounting for critical disaster funding.
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ing in excess of $7.5M.

A recent

study, conducted by the Union of
Concerned Scientists (UCS), found
that the accelerating sea level rise,
primarily driven by climate change,
is projected to worsen tidal flooding
in the U.S.
The City of Columbia can utilize
many outlets to secure funding and
program planning assistance, including the following:
FEMA PDM flowchart (Source: FEMA)

• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant
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The Columbia "BUZZ"
Keeping in line with FEMA’s strategic plan focus, in early
2018, the National Institute of Building Sciences (NBS)
released: Natural Hazard Mitigation Saves: (2017 Interim Report). The report was collaboratively funded by
FEMA, HUD, the Economic Development Administration
(EDA) and the International Code Council (ICC). It is an
update to the 2005 study, which showed that $1 spent on
mitigation activities can save an average of $4 in repair
costs for future disasters. The new report shows that
now, every dollar spent on Hazard Mitigation efforts can
save the nation $6 in future disaster costs!
The 2017 report also includes two, high-level Benefit
Cost Ratios; one analyzing 23 years of federal grant
funding data and another analyzing the effects of building new structures beyond base code requirements.
Benefits of Mitigation (Source: FEMA)

With over $9M of Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds
awarded to the City of Columbia by FEMA, and numerous programs being implemented, this study confirms
the City’s mission to promote excellence through quality
and continuous improvement.

formation on the destructive forces of certain hazards
and techniques for building disaster-resistant structures. Additional resources, free publications and design
guidance can be found through FEMA’s Building Science
Branch.

Rebuilding homes or businesses after a disaster is the
right time to incorporate techniques to prevent future
disaster damages. These resources provide in-depth in-

For an update on the City of Columbia’s Flood Recovery
progress, take a look at the Flood Recovery Dashboard.
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